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The Rachel Corrie Foundation and 

Break the Silence Mural Project co-present 

 

Peace Works 2009 

 

A day-long salute to those who work for  
peace through justice –  

from hometown roots to global communities. 
 

Saturday, October 17, 2009 
 
 
Event Schedule 
11:00am – 5:30pm at United Churches (110-11

th
 Ave SE, Olympia)  

The Rachel Corrie Foundation and Indigenous Youth Delegations’ Report Back on their recent trips to the West 
Bank and Gaza plus Art & Activism workshop with lunch provided (tickets: $25/$15 students and low-income) 

 
6:30 – 7:00 pm: Mural Walk to the Unveiling w/ Samba drummers  
(The Walk starts at the Procession of the Species Studio, 311.5 Capital Way North) 
 
7:00 – 9:00pm at the corners of Capitol & State streets, Olympia:  Unveiling the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural 
Project ~ A Celebration of our progress. This is a free event with live musical entertainment. 

 
Public information:  Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and Justice (360) 754-3998 and olympiarafahmural.org 

 

 

(San Francisco, CA – October 13, 2009)   On October 17, 2009, the Olympia-Rafah Mural Project will be officially 

unveiled with a day-long series of educational and celebratory events open to the general public. This one-of-a-kind 

project was envisioned and is directed by Dr. Susan Greene of San Francisco, CA and is co-produced by The Rachel Corrie 

Foundation (Olympia, WA) and Break the Silence Mural Project, along with co-sponsors The Middle East Children’s 

Alliance, Berkeley, CA, the Gaza Community Mental Health Program, Gaza City, Palestine and Olympia Salvage 

Company and the International Trauma Treatment Program, both of Olympia WA. 

  Four years in the making, the Mural is the largest -known Palestine solidarity mural in the world.  Located on 

the north side of the Labor Temple building in downtown Olympia, WA, the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural covers a 35 x 

100 foot wall.  The central image is of an olive tree that spans the full 100 feet of the building.  For the past year 

approximately 200 artists, activists and social justice organizations from Olympia to the Bay Area, across the USA to the 

West Bank and Gaza in Palestine have participated in the Mural Project by designing individual leaves for the olive tree. 

Each 6 x 4 foot leaf is an expression of a different social justice issue articulating cross movement building and 

transgressing  boundaries.  

more 
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  The leaves on the olive tree articulate how the social and political struggles of Palestine and Israel connect to 

local, national, and international issues that include environmental justice, racism, colonialism, rights of indigenous 

people, and human rights.  In the next few months each image will have audio and video files accessible by cell and 

iphone that will add to the complexity of the viewers’ interaction with the mural. 

  The Olympia-Rafah Mural Project recognizes the relationship that exists between the people of Olympia, WA 

and the people of Rafah, Occupied Palestine and was inspired by Rachel Corrie, an Olympian killed in Rafah in the Gaza 

Strip in 2003 while participating in a non-violent act of civil disobedience against the Israeli military. The Mural is an ever-

present reminder of the thousands of lives lost in Gaza and elsewhere, and it is an inspiration for those who carry on the 

quest for justice, unity and peace – as symbolized by the olive tree. 

  In 2004, Dr. Susan Greene, Break the Silence and the Rachel Corrie Foundation worked with the Union of 

Palestinian Artists to paint two murals on the Rachel Corrie Center for Children and Youth in Rafah.  The Olympia mural 

continues this collaboration. Dr. Greene is a multi-disciplinary community based artist and activist, educator and clinical 

psychologist from the San Francisco Bay Area.  As one of four Jewish-American women artists who formed the Break the 

Silence Mural Project in 1989, Dr. Greene has worked on collaborative public art projects in Palestine for 20 years.  

  The Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and Justice is dedicated to the continuation of the work that Rachel 

Corrie began, and hoped to accomplish.  The Foundation carries out that work with her vision, spirit, and creative energy 

in mind. 

  The Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural Project is a four phase venture entitled “A Tale of Two Cities, The Legacy 

of Rachel Corrie” that uses creativity in public space to cope with, and mourn traumatic losses in resilient and 

transformative ways.   

 Phase 1.   The installation and unveiling of the Olympia- Rafah Solidarity Mural Project in Olympia, WA. 

 Phase 2.  Replicate the creative process for a Public Art Project in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Palestine 

 Phase 3.  Enhance each leaf on the Olympia mural with audio and video tracks accessible via cell and iphone. 

  Using GPS technology, people will be able to walk through Olympia and see what they would see if they were 

  in Rafah, on the US Mexico border or on an Indian Reservation. Through an interactive website, the Mural will 

  use networking tools to bring people together. 

  Phase 4. The entire project will be captured in an experimental documentary that will again increase the  

  number and ways in which the project will reach the general public. 

On Saturday, October 17, 2009, the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural Project will celebrate its significant progress with a 

series of educational and community-building events entitled Peace Works 2009: A Celebration of the Olympia-Rafah 

Solidarity Mural Project.  For media passes or to interview representatives of the Rachel Corrie Foundation, and/or Break 

the Silence please contact  Carrie Zielger, 360-561-5914,   naturelife6000@hotmail.com  and Patty Mosqueda, 360-951-

4915, pattyfm@comcast.net 

more 
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Event Schedule for Saturday, October 24, 2009 

 

 

Before                                    After  

 

 
 
11:00am – 5:30pm at United Churches (110-11

th
 Ave SE, Olympia)  

FIRST DISCUSSION* (doors open at 11:00am) 
o 11:30am - 12:30 pm,  Lunch 
o 12:30-12:40pm,  Introduction and Welcome 
o 12:40 - 2:30pm,  Delegations' Panel: The Rachel Corrie Foundation delegation led by Cindy and 

Craig Corrie and the Indigenous Youth Delegation will report their experiences in the West Bank 
and Gaza in a panel discussion 

o 2:30 - 3:00pm, Great Wall, Performance with Ed Mast of Seattle 
o 3:00 - 3:30, Break for coffee and networking   

 
SECOND DISCUSSION* 

o 3:30 - 5:15pm:  this portion of the conference focuses on the intersection of Art and Activism. 
Emphasis will be on topics including links to trauma, a film about the process of building the 
mural, and a hands-on activity to create a small leaf banner to carry in the evening’s procession 
to the mural celebration. 

o 5:15-6:30pm: Dinner Break 

 

*Tickets are $25 and $15 for students and low-income participants. Tickets can be purchased at the  door. 

 

MURAL WALK 
6:30 – 7:00 pm: Mural Walk to the Unveiling with small leaf banners and samba drummers  
(Reconvene at the Species Studio, 311.5 Capital Way North to proceed to the Mural site) FREE and open 
to the Public 

 

MURAL UNVEILING: CELEBRATION AND LIVE MUSIC 
7:00 – 9:00pm: Unveiling the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural Project ~ A Celebration of our progress 
at the corners of Capitol & State streets, Olympia.   FREE and open to the public. Bands include Audio 
Pharmacy of the Bay Area, The Pasties of Olympia and Al Scorch of Chicago. 
 

 

 

### 


