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The Sixth Annual CubaCaribe Festival of Dance and Music 

From Katrina to Port-au-Prince 

Just added!  Ausettua Amor Amenhum and Kumbuka African Drum and Dance Collective  

join master artists on Opening Weekend*! 
*Performances: April 16-18, Fridays-Saturdays @ 8pm; Sundays @ 7pm  

 

 (San Francisco, CA – April 5, 2010)   The Sixth Annual CubaCaribe Festival of Dance and Music announces, with 
pleasure, that esteemed New Orleans artist, Ausettua Amor Amenhum and Kumbuka African  Drum and Dance 
Collective, will join the festival on its opening weekend (April 16-18 at Dance Mission Theater). 
 
Ausettua Amor Amenhum, Artistic Director and founding member of Kumbuka African Drum & Dance 
Collective and recipient of the New Orleans Mayor’s Art Award (2004), is one of the few masked female Mardi 
Gras Indians.  She made her debut as “Big Queen” when she came out as Queen to 2nd Chief David Montana of 
the Yellow Pocahontas Hunters Mardi Gras Indians, Mardi Gras Day 2007.   An adjunct professor at Tulane 
University since 1993, Ausettua teaches beginning and intermediate levels of African dance and hip-hop dance. 
She is also an expert in the dances of the Congo Square, such as the Bamboula and the Calinda. The Congo 
Square of New Orleans was the place where Slaves were allowed to gather and dance on Sundays, and where 
Creoles met and traded with American Indians.  
 
Ausettua studied extensively in Africa with Kumati Dinizulu & The Kotoko Society (Ghana, West Africa), Frank 
Desire and the Asakivle Haitian Cultural Ensemble (Soucree, Haiti).  Additional training in African dance and 
culture with the late Baba Ishangi, the late Sundiata Keita (Detroit), the late Alyo Tolbert, Muntu Dance Theater 
(Chicago), Siquan Diop (Atlanta), Maria Bass (New York), Chuck Davis Dance Company (North Carolina), C.K. 
Ganyo (Colorado), the late Baba Olatunji (New York), Onye Isuzu (Florida), Babacar Mboup (Senegal), John Leon 
Destine (New York), Kwame Ross (New York) and Richard Gonzales (New York). 
 
On opening weekend of the Sixth Annual CubaCaribe Festival of Dance and Music: From Haiti to Port-au-
Prince, Ausettua Amor Amenhum and Kumbuka African Drum and Dance Collective (of New Orleans) will join 
Adia Whitaker and ASE DANCE COLLECTIVE (Brooklyn), AFOUTAYI with Djenane Saint Juste, Mambo Florencia 
“Fofo” Pierre, and Jeff Lastanoteguy Pierre (Haiti) in an unparalleled celebration of the Caribbean Diaspora). 
 

Founded in 2003 by Ram n Ramos Alayo- the award-winning, Cuban-born dancer/choreographer and master 
artist- the CubaCaribe Festival of Dance and Music has grown into a beloved annual event that preserves time-
honored, rarely seen Caribbean art forms; curates diverse emerging and veteran talent from the U.S. and 
abroad; and taps into the Bay Area’s large Cuban and Caribbean-born artistic population to celebrate the 
tradition while giving space for innovation.  The theme of the Sixth annual festival pays homage to the concept 
of evolution through displacement.  The forces of colonialism, slavery, extreme poverty and most recently, 
environmental devastation have shaped the Caribbean Diaspora and its cultural outlets.  Alayo emphasizes the 
importance of the dancing body as a historical record of a culture’s resilience.  He states:  “The CubaCaribe 
Festival honors how history is recorded within the dancing body and explores how the Caribbean Diaspora is 
always evolving.  The CubaCaribe Festival provides a unique opportunity not only to showcase this work, but also 
pay tribute to the struggle, perseverance, survival, and spirits of  the artists who create it – from New Orleans to 
Port-au-Prince to San Francisco.” 

http://cubacaribe.org/
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CALENDAR LISTING of PERFORMANCES 
Please note:  Hi-res jpegs are available upon request from NEQA/Communications and at cubacaribe.org 

 
WHAT:                  CubaCaribe Festival of Dance and Music: From Katrina to Port-au-Prince 

   3 weeks of performances by master artists from Haiti, New Orleans, and Cuba  

   (by way of the Bay Area) 

 

DATES*:  Fridays – Sundays, April 16-May 2 at various times (schedule: cubacaribe.org)  

    

WHERE:                 Dance Mission Theater (3316-24th Street, San Francisco, 94110) 
 
TICKETS:  $18.50 advance; $22 at the door; $12 for kids 12 and under 
   $50 for a three week festival package 
 
BOX OFFICE:  415-273-4633 and brownpapertickets.com 
 
WEEK  1. PERFORMANCE DATES*: April 16-18, Friday- Saturday @ 8pm, Sunday @ 7pm 

   Adia Whitaker and ASE DANCE COLLECTIVE (Brooklyn) 
   AFOUTAYI with Djenane Saint Juste, Mambo Florencia  
   “Fofo” Pierre, and Jeff Lastanoteguy Pierre (Haiti) 
   Ausettua Amor Amenhum and Kumbuka African Drum and 
   Dance Collective (New Orleans) 

    
WEEK 2. PERFORMANCE DATES*: April 23-25, Friday – Saturday @ 8pm, Sunday @ 7pm 

   Jacinta Vlach’s LIBERATION DANCE THEATER 
   Herve (Kayos) Makaya’s TATA KAYA ART 
   LAS QUE SON SON with Yismari Ramons Tellez 
   ALAFIA DANCE ENSEMBLE 
   LOS LUPEÑOS de SAN JOSE 
   PACO GOMES AND DANCERS 
     

CHILDREN’S MATINEE:   April 25 @ 3pm, $10 kids 12 and under, $15 adults 
    LAS QUE SON SON with Yismari Ramons Tellez 
    LOS LUPEÑOS de SAN JOSE  
    Jacinta Vlach’s LIBERATION DANCE THEATER 
    ALAFIA DANCE ENSEMBLE 
    Muriel Johnson (Storyteller) 

  
WEEK 3. PERFORMANCE DATES*: April 30 – May 2, Friday – Saturday @ 8pm, Sunday @ 7pm 

    ALAYO DANCE COMPANY (World Premiere) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

more 

 

http://cubacaribe.org/
http://cubacaribe.org/
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/103870
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SIXTH ANNUAL CUBA CARIBE FESTIVAL OF DANCE AND MUSIC: SCHEDULE OF EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 

 
 
WHAT:  Clotaire Bazile, Haitian Oungan and Master Maker of Vodou Flags 
WHEN:  Thursday, April 8 @ 7 - 9PM 
WHERE: Oliver Art Center, Tecoah Bruce Gallery, California College of the Arts (Oakland)  
  (5212 College Avenue Oakland, CA) 
TICKETS:  Sliding scale:  Free - $10 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 
 
WHAT:  Brown bag lecture with Petra Raquel Rivera  
  “Reaggaeton music, race and national identity in Puerto Rico” 
WHEN:  Thursday, April 15 @ 12noon -1PM  
WHERE: Museum of the African Diaspora (685 Mission Street @ 3rd, San Francisco, 94105) 
TICKETS:  Sliding scale:  Free - $10 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 
 
 
WHAT:  Lecture and Master Class with Adia Whitaker  
WHEN:  Saturday, April 17 @ 11AM – 1PM 
WHERE: Baobob Village (3376 19th Street, San Francisco, 94110) 
TICKETS:  $15 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 
 
WHAT:  Film Screening of FAUBOURG TREMÉ: THE UNTOLD STORY OF BLACK NEW ORLEANS.  
  A film by Dawn Logsdon and Lolis Eric Elie 
WHEN:  Thursday, April 22 @ 6 – 8PM 
WHERE: Museum of the African Diaspora (685 Mission Street @3rd, San Francisco 94105) 
TICKETS:  FREE event 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 
 
WHAT:  Lecture with Ned Sublette  
  “EH, EH, BOMBA! THE HAITIAN REVOLUTION AS A GENERATIVE EXPLOSION OF  
  POPULAR MUSIC IN THE HEMISPHERE” 
WHEN:  Thursday, April 29 @ 6PM  
WHERE: Museum of the African Diaspora (685 Mission Street @3rd, San Francisco 94105) 
TICKETS: Sliding scale: Free - $10 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 
 
WHAT:  Afro-Cuban Modern Master Class with Silfredo La O 
WHEN:  Friday, April 30 @ 10 - 11:30 AM  
WHERE: ODC Commons (351 Shotwell Street, San Francisco, 94110) 
TICKETS: $15 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 

more 
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CUBA CARIBE: SCHEDULE OF EDUCATIONAL EVENTS - continued 
 
 
WHAT:  Afro- Cuban Haitian Master Class with Silfredo La O 
WHEN:  Saturday, May 1 @ 11:30 AM – 1 PM 
WHERE: Baobob Village (3376 19th Street, San Francisco, 94110) 
TICKETS:  $15 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
 
WHAT:  Afro-Cuban Modern master class with Silfredo La O 
WHEN:  Sunday, May 2, @ 10:30 AM – 12noon 
WHERE: Dance Mission Theater (3316-24th Street, San Francisco, 94110) 
TICKETS:  $15 purchased at the door (no pre-sales) 
INFORMATION:   cubacaribe.org 
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PHOTO CREDITS: (left to right) 
1. Las Que Son Son at the Ethnic Dance Festival_photo by RJ Muna 
2. Liberation Dance Theater_Jacinta Vlach and Rashad Pridgen _photo by Bethanie Hines 
3. Alayo Dance Company_Tina Banchero, dancer_ photo by Bethanie Hines 
 


